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ALL ABOUT WATER

Water storage tanks 
	 For Ranch, Rainwater Harvesting, and 

Commercial  (up to 700,000 gallon)
	 Water sanitation for domestic use,  

i.e: UV light with pre-filtering (note: 
a lot of well water now becoming 
contaminated)

	 Water tank level gauges
	 Rainwater harvesting designs
 	 Water tank retrofits with liner and 

roof — no evaporation, no leaks.

• TANKS  • PIPING  • RAINWATER COLLECTION DESIGNS

Pioneer Water Tank Distributor & Installer
Dan Fleming—Menard, Texas
Ph: 325 396 4473

A 30,000 gallon rainwater collection 
tank installed near Bee Cave, close 
to Austin. Rainwater collection is 
probably the largest, and fastest 
growing conservation-movement 
going on in Texas, especially all 
though the Austin region. As water 
shortage issues increase, more and 
more people are realizing the value 
in collecting rainfall when it comes 
and utilizing it in drier times.

water
By Mike Mecke
Retired Natural Resources & Water Specialist
(830) 896-0805      mmecke@stx.rr.com

Water Rights
Who Makes River Water 
Decisions—Us Or Them?

Texas has finally joined many other states in attempting to 
determine, and then regulate a minimum amount of water to 
be left in our many rivers and flowing eventually to the Gulf 

bays and estuaries.  Instances have already occurred where the 
Rio Grande River and the Arizona Colorado River did not reach 
the ocean . . . . they were all used up!  Dry! Nada!  Not due to just 
weather changes, but primarily to man’s over-use and mismanage-
ment.

Needless to say, even engineers, politicians and other non-
biologists realize that this is not a healthy scenario for our state’s 
valuable rivers or bays.  In an attempt to assist the state agency 
charged with managing water quality and river pumping, the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and to prevent 
future droughts and growth from causing a massive train wreck 
on our rivers, the legislature passed Senate Bill 3 (SB-3) in 2007.  
Below are excerpts from the agency’s ’07 Report:

As the state grows, the TCEQ is faced with ensuring the 
maintenance of the biological soundness of the state’s rivers, 
lakes, bays, and estuaries, while balancing all other interests, 
including providing adequate water for public health and 
welfare.

Recognizing the need for more certainty in water manage-
ment and environmental flow protection, lawmakers passed 
Senate Bill 3 and House Bills 3 and 4, which amend various 
sections of the Texas Water Code and set out a new regulatory 
approach for providing surface water to meet the environmen-
tal flow needs of river, bay, and estuary systems.

Several groups were formed due to the new law to assist 
TCEQ and each Texas river basin—a mammoth undertaking.  To 
oversee the process an Environmental Flows Advisory Group 
was formed consisting of nine appointed and elected officials, 
including TCEQ’s Commissioner.  To assist the E.F. advisory 
group, the bill established an Environmental Flows Science 
Advisory Committee (SAC) to serve as an objective, scientific 
panel.  The advisory group also names the members of Stake-
holder Committees for each river basin, a crucial task.  The report 
continues:

Under the legislation, the TCEQ will eventually adopt rec-
ommendations in the form of environmental flows standards 

for use in the decision-making process for new (and amended) 
water-rights applications. The Commission will also establish 
an amount of unappropriated water, if available, to be set aside 
for the environment. The TCEQ will first need to receive the 
recommendations of the science and stakeholder committees 
in each basin to determine the flow regime. 

The TCEQ, the Texas Water Development Board, and the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department are coordinating with the 
advisory group, the science advisers, and stakeholder com-
mittees. Staff will provide technical assistance and generate 
reports based on the groups’ recommendations.

Well, now doesn’t that all sound good and straightforward?  

The Rio Grande River exits Santa Elena Canyon, Big Bend National Park.
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 July 17
          Lamb Sale at 7:00 P.M. 
          Goat Sale Immediately After Lamb Sale   

           
                                                           Wylie FFA Showbarn
      located behind the football field on Antilley Road.
       Only lambs & goats  purchased at this sale 
      will be eligible for  
      WTRC Jackpot Show, December 8, 2012 
      * ask  about our scholarship opportunity
     

For more information, call:  
Danny Isbell   (325) 660-8336       Archie Jobe  (325) 660-8334       

   WestTexasRehab.org     
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    2012 SHOW LAMB/MEAT GOAT SALE

Abilene  - San Angelo - Ozona

Join America’s oldest and largest Boer Goat Registry.

Providing a national show program, membership services,
education, and the source for superior genetics.

AMERICAN BOER GOAT ASSOCIATION
1207 S. Bryant Blvd., Suite C, San Angelo, TX 76903 ~ 325-486-2242 ~ www.abga.org

Does to me, and I am one of the stakeholders on the Guadalupe 
River Basin and Bays Stakeholder’s Committee representing 
Texas Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Never did sound 
easy, as much of my background is in water resources and I knew 
this is one of the more complex basins, having a network of rivers, 
several ecological regions, several bays and the City of San An-
tonio as well.  We not only have to consider the main Guadalupe 
River flowing from western Kerr Co. to the Gulf, but the Medina, 
San Antonio, Blanco, Comal and San Marcos Rivers to deal with 
all water uses and flows.  And, these rivers are all spring flow origi-
nated which ties river flows directly into groundwater use in the 
headwaters region.  There are also several small towns and a few 
small cities using river water such as Kerrville, New Braunfels, 
San Marcos, Seguin and Victoria.  

Well, our Stakeholder Committee worked hard and long from 
late 2009 ’til the present, most of us without any salary, mileage 
or expense pay.  We turned in our proposed regulation changes, 
which were fairly similar to what our Science Advisory Team had 
proposed earlier.  TCEQ’s staff reviewed our proposals and largely 

River Authority, was quoted along with 
others.  Some of the article’s comments fol-
low (emphasis mine):

The committee representing the San 
Antonio and Guadalupe rivers invited 
the TCEQ to their meeting in Seguin on 
Thursday to explain how it had arrived 
at its rules.

The TCEQ representatives ex-
plained that they did not follow the 
recommendations of the stakehold-
ers, which represented industrial, 
recreational, environmental and 
business interests, because they had 
balanced the needs of humans and 
nature.

At the end of the day this is going to 
be published in the register and you will 
be able to comment,” said Kellye Rila, 
director of the TCEQ’s water availability 
division. “And the commission takes all 
comments very seriously.” A 30-day 
comment period begins today. To see 
or make a comment on the proposed 
rules visit www.sos.state.tx.us/texreg 

For the Guadalupe Blanco River 
Authority, which has two proposed 
water projects on the Guadalupe, the 
(TCEQ) proposed rules were welcomed.  
“These recommendations more closely 
follow our recommendations,” said 
GBRA general manager Bill West.

We also heard from TCEQ staff—the 
stakeholder recommendations are not the 
way we have always done things!  Well, 
isn’t that a big part of the problem and why 
SB-3 was written?  What’s the old country 
saying? “You can lead a horse to water, but 
you can’t make him drink!”  Maybe with 
you fellow Texans’ calls and letters to the 
Governor and the Legislature will make 
that horse drink.  This could be your river 
basin next, so let’s all try to get it right.  
Truly, Water is Life! 

ignored them, which was a bitter disappointment to the committee.  
In an April 12 article by the San Antonio Express News,  commit-
tee co-chair Suzanne Scott, General Manager of the San Antonio 

Hanging out under the falls at Hamilton Pool, west of Austin, Texas.


