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The following presentation is based upon 
professional research and analysis within the 
scope of the Texas Water Development 
Board’s statutory responsibilities and 
priorities but, unless specifically noted, does 
not necessarily reflect official Board positions 
or decisions. 



“Water, not oil, is the lifeblood of Texas.” 

– James A. Michener 



“I wish we water boys were paid like them      
  oil boys.” 

–Robert E. Mace 



HISTORIC AND PROJECTED TEXAS 
POPULATION GROWTH 
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82% 
increase 



Planning (in a nutshell) 

• What is our demand for water? 

• How much do we have now? 

• Do we have enough? 

• If we don’t, what do we need to do to 
get more? 

• How much will it cost? 



Five Worst State-Wide Droughts in Texas 

based on information from John Nielsen-Gammon 





a new plan is a-coming… 

www.texasstatewaterplan.org 



Bexar County 



71% 
increase 



Bexar County 



Bexar County 

• Brush control 
• Conservation 

 
 
 

• Aquifer storage and recovery 
• Surface water 
• Groundwater 
• Groundwater desal 
• Seawater desal 
• Reuse 
• Other surface water 



Travis County 



100% 
increase 



Travis County 



Travis County 

• Conservation 
• Reuse 
• Groundwater 
• Other surface water 

 



Real County 



<1% 
increase 



Real County 



Real County 

• Conservation 
• Groundwater 



Kerr County 







20% 
increase 



Kerr County 



Kerr County 

• Brush control 
• Conservation 
• Aquifer storage and 

recovery 
• Other surface water 



Gillespie County 



39% 
increase 



Gillespie County 



Gillespie County 

• Kick back and drink an Enchanted Red Rock Ale 



Bandera County 



60% 
increase 



Bandera County 



Bandera County 

• Conservation 
• Aquifer storage and recovery 



Blanco County 



73% 
increase 



Blanco County 



Blanco County 

• Groundwater 



Kendall County 



155% 
increase 



Kendall County 



Kendall County 

• Conservation 
• Aquifer storage and 

recovery 
• Groundwater 
• Other surface water 



Comal County 



171% 
increase 



Comal County 



Comal County 

• Conservation 
• Reuse 
• Groundwater 
• Groundwater desal 
• Surface water 



Hays County 



278% 
increase 



Hays County 



Hays County 

• Groundwater 
• Groundwater desal 
• Drought management 
• Conservation 
• Surface water 
• Other surface water 



A gradient of impact… 



• Conservation 
• Reuse 
• Rainwater/greywater harvesting 
• Desalination (ground- & sea water) 

 

The Future? 



A tale of two 
Austin families… 



A tale of two 
Austin families… 



It’s understandable why some folks can be 
Kerrmudgeons and talk like Gillespithespians when 
someone is a Bexarer of perceived Travisties.  There 
are no blank checks or Blancostas when solving water 
problems. But sometimes we need to think outside the 
box, gazing in deep thought at the stars through the 
Hayses sky like Banderastrolilarians (hopefully lathered 
in bug spray so we don’t die of Comalaria…). At the end 
of the day, we need to be chill like Kendallilamas and 

work together as Realists to ensure Texas has enough 

water for our future. 
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