
FEMA is engaged in a Flood Recovery Mapping project which includes the 

delineation of Advisory Floodplains mapped to the 100yr and 500yr (1% and 

0.2% annual chance) flood elevations. The Advisory Base Flood Elevation 

(ABFE) data is intended to be used as a tool for Federal, State, and local 

officials, building officials, planning staff, builders and architects, insurance 

professionals, and property owners to make informed decisions during 

rebuilding and to mitigate against losses from future flood events, safeguard 

lives, and protect the private and public investments in rebuilding. The ABFE 

for Hays County was delineated in cooperation with FEMA, Guadalupe Blanco 

River Authority (GBRA), Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), and the 

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).

Geospatial Analysis conducted using Geographic Information Systems/Science (GIS) software from 

Esri (AcrGIS Desktop 10.3) quantifies the land area and parcels affected by the updated Advisory 

Floodplain boundary. The 100yr Floodplain, also known as the 1% annual chance flood event, was 

analyzed for both the ABFE and the FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL). All zones within the 

100yr flood risk, Zone A, Zone AE, and Zone AH (see Table A for detailed descriptions from FEMA) 

were grouped [dissolved] for both the ABFE and NFHL layers prior to quantifying the difference in land 

acreage now deemed at risk [select by location and geometry calculations]. 

of land across 1289 Parcels (Tracts) 

along the Blanco River in Hays County are now within the 100yr Advisory 

Floodplain that was not previously included in the FEMA NFHL 100yr 

Floodplain. along the Blanco River in Hays 

County that were not intersecting the FEMA NFHL are advised to rebuild 

under the regulations of tracts of land within the FEMA NFHL 100yr 

Floodplain. The Advisory Floodplain boundary will be considered for future 

releases of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM). Property owners now 

within the Advisory Floodplain should research of the National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP) for details regarding the purchase of flood 

insurance. Visit www.risk map6.com for more information on the release of 

the FEMA ABFE map and efforts to Rebuild the Texas Hill Country 

Communities to be more resilient to future flood events. 
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Coordinate System: NAD83 Texas State Plane South Central FIPS 4204.

Data Sources: FEMA, Hays County, Hays CAD, TNRIS, TWDB, USGS. 
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Collapsed Wimberley Bridge image courtesy of My San Antonio news article June 2015. 

A Special Thank You and Data Recognition to Devon Humphrey of Flightline Geographics for 1.5” Aerial Photography, FEMA Hazard Mitigation Division of Region 6 for providing the ABFE, Sean Moran for professional and analytical guidance as Professor and 

GIS Department Chair at Austin Community College, and the Hill Country Alliance for providing this project’s purpose by seeking answers and results driven by GIS Analysis to identify the areas affected by changes in the floodplain boundary along the Blanco River. 


