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Arundo Grass, o r Giant Reed, is a tall perennial grass that 
can gro w to  o ver 20 feet in height.  Its species name is 
Arundo do nax. It was intro duced fro m Asia, Africa, and 
Euro pe in the early 1800's.  Since then it has been widely 
dispersed thro ugho ut the So uthern United States.  There 
are some p ractical uses fo r the reed,suchas walking sticks, 
fishing p o les, and musical instruments.  It has also been 
used fo r ero sio n c o ntro l in the U.S. in states like Texas and 
Califo rnia.
Like many o ther go o d ideas it’s hard to  lo o k into  the future 
to  see the long term effects o f the intro ductio n o f Arundo
into  o ur ec o -system.  As it turns o ut this species is very 
fast gro wing.  It can gro w 4 inches a day, and reach its 
mature height in only 12 months.  Arundo gro ws in very 
dense clumps which can blo ck o ut native plants resulting in 
a diminished fo o d sup ply that wo uld o therwise be p ro vided 
to  o ther animals. In additio n due to  its large size it can 
cho ke waterways and interfere with flo o d c o ntro l.  
Unfo rtunately, Arundo Grass and its related p ro blems are 
now sp reading thro ugho ut the Texas Hill Co untry.
Here are some of the p ro blems that we have with trying to  
eradicate such an invasive species.  Arundo in Texas does 
no t typically p ro pagate fro m seed.  It does rep ro duce fro m 
rhizomes o r cuttings.  This means that if yo u simply try to  
cut the reed down to  the gro und o r dig it up yo u risk the 
p o ssibility o f sp reading clip pings aro und the area thus 
p o tentially fo rming new plants.  Gro wing along the sides of 
streams and rivers yo u can see how the p ro gressive 
rep ro ductio n o f this plant is inevitable.  Don’t wo rry to o  
much, there is one way to  c o mbat the Arundo Grass.  
Thro ugh the use of herbicides we are able to  kill the entire 
plant.  The only thing that stands in o ur way o f killing the 
grass fo rever is to  identify its lo catio n in o ur lo cal streams 
and no tify the p ro per autho rities, so that they may sp ray 
the c o rrect herbicides.
The p urp o se of this map is to  invento ry Arundo Grass 
gro wing in Town Creek and Baro ns Creek in the city o f 
Fredricksburg, TX.  This is a p o ro type develo ped to  
examine the best p ractices to  invento ry and identify 
Arundo Grass thro ugho ut the Texas hill c o untry.  This 
p ro ject was envisioned by the Hill Co untry Alliance and is 
part o f a service learning p ro ject thro ugh ACC.
Baro ns Creek Arundo p o ints were cap tured by the Hill 
Co untry Alliance. Town Creek Arundo p o ints were made by 
digitizing o rtho imagery.  Once the Arundo p o ints were 
made the c reeks were segmented into  200 fo o t sectio ns 
that snap to  existing Arundo .  The use of these segments 
act as a buffer zo ne to  inc o rp o rate any new plants that 
may be gro wing aro und the old clumps.  Since the imagery 
used fo r this p urp o se was made in 2009 there is go o d 
p ro bability o f o ther clumps in the p resence o f existing 
ones.
This study's results show that ro ughly 25% of Baro ns 
Creek and 50% of Town Creek include segments deno ting 
the p resence o f Arundo .  These figures are meant o nly as a 
base line fo r future, mo re in dep th, analysis of this gro wing 
p ro blem. 
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