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Momentum at the Edge of Night
A State Parks Perspective



An International Dark Sky Park



An International Dark Sky Park is a location of 
exceptional night time beauty, dark skies 
education, and preservation of the nighttime 
environment. Each Dark Sky Park has gone above 
and beyond the requirements as stated in the 
International Dark Sky Park Guidelines. 



Texas state parks remain among the few public places in one of 
the nation’s most populous and increasingly urbanized states 
where the starry heavens can be viewed in all their celestial 
glory with only minimal intrusion of artificial light. 

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area in the Hill Country and 
Copper Breaks State Park in the Panhandle Plains are the first 
Texas state parks to be designated International Dark Sky Parks 
by the International Dark‐Sky Association.
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IDA Press Release



Gold Tier

Enchanted Rock and Copper Breaks, which were awarded the highest 
“Gold Tier” night skies status by the International Dark Sky Association, 
join Big Bend National Park and the City of Dripping Springs as the only 
locations in Texas to have earned the coveted Dark Sky Places 
recognition. 

Gold Tier Dark Sky Park



Requirements for Dark Sky Park Status
• Support letters

• General description of the park

• Maps of park or area

• Determine Dark Sky quality

• Description of dark sky monitoring

• Education and preservation

• Outdoor Lighting Guideline

• Lighting inventory and improvement plan



Establish Appropriate Park Zones



Establish Outdoor Lighting Guidelines



Take Lighting Inventory



Lighting Improvement and Retrofit
Before



Lighting Improvement and Retrofit
After
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Lighting Improvement and Retrofit
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Lighting Improvement and Retrofit
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Lighting Improvement and Retrofit
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Lighting Improvement and Retrofit



Sky Quality at Enchanted Rock
Bortle Scale and location of Enchanted Rock

Enchanted Rock is on the Edge of Night



Sky Quality Monitoring Station

Enchanted Rock had the first sky quality monitoring station in the 
state of Texas at either a national or state park.

Measurements are posted to the Enchanted Rock website every 
15 minutes.

Sky Quality at Enchanted Rock



Interpretive Programs and Education

• Dark Sky Interpretive Program 
Curriculum

• School and Children Outreach
• Rock Star Parties
• Moon Walks with a Ranger
• Better Lights for Starry Nights
• Dark Sky Education Board
• Enchanted Rock Website
• Park Owned Telescope



Interpretive Programs and Education



Texas State Park’s Commitment to Dark Skies

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department has partnered with the McDonald
observatory, the International Dark Sky Association (IDA) and local
astronomy groups to promote stargazing in our state parks. We hope
to raise awareness of preserving night skies with star parties, self‐
guided constellation tours and light pollution education programs.

In addition, we are reviewing our own lighting, and making changes
to protect the night skies over our parks. Enchanted Rock and Copper
Breaks state parks are IDA Dark Sky Parks. Enchanted Rock State Park
recently installed a sky quality monitoring station.



• Calendar of Events and Star Parties

• Bortle Scale Ratings for all Texas 
Parks

• Resources page for star gazing

Moon rise and set information

Constellations

Viewing techniques

• Gallery of pictures

Bortle Scale Ratings

Texas State Park’s Commitment to Dark Skies



“One of our most valued attributes in
Texas is its natural beauty,” says Texas
State Parks Director Brent Leisure. “This
beauty is not limited to the light of day,
but extends into the night sky where
Texans can enjoy a front‐row seat to the
splendor of the universe.

State parks and natural areas offer some
of our very best public venues to
experience this heavenly show.”

Brent Leisure
Director, Texas State Parks

Texas State Park’s Commitment to Dark Skies



Enchanted Rock
International Dark Sky Park

Join us for the 2nd Annual 
Enchanted “Rock Star” Festival on 

Saturday, December 3, 2016
4pm – 11pm



Enchanted Rock
International Dark Sky Park


